PART THREE

LITURGY OF
THE DRUIDS

Introduction

When | began to put together this collection of old liturgies,
designed by various Reformed Druids at Carleton, | had many
misgivings about publishing them. | was not disturbed be-
cause they are secret or anything like that, since there are very
few secrets (if any) in Reformed Druidism, but because they
can be so easily misunderstood by someone not familiar with
Reformed Druidism at Carleton College. If any terms confuse
you, refer to Part Four of ARDA where I’'m sure many of your
questions will be answered. If there is any one section of the
Anthology that | was considering dropping, it was this sec-
tion, but that’s just my personal tendancy to downplay ritual.

The Liturgy has an unusual place and role in Reformed
Druidism, unlike that found in most other religions. Reformed
Druidism began as a protest against enforced attendance and
fixed liturgies as had been the case at the mandatory Carleton
College Chapel service of the early 60s. It would be a very sad
day when a fixed or forced liturgy were to become established
in Reformed Druidism itself! There are several points about
Reformed Druid liturgy that should be remembered: irregular
attendance is acceptable (perhaps even desirable), it isn’t fixed in
its final form and the existence of liturgy may even be antithetical to
Reformed Druidism itself.
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Irregular Attendance:

While many earlier members may have enjoyed going to every
Saturday services (now extinct) and to every one of the eight great
festivals; this was not the case with everyone. For many, the need to
gather in a group for “formal” worship is an urge that only comes
once in long time. One can have a great many religious moments
outside of a group, perhaps even purer moments. Many a person
would come to a Druid ritual and just sun-tan, ignoring the ritual in
effect, being there just to be with the people. Attendance has no
reflection on how “Druidic” you are.

Nor is liturgical attendance the only way to be with other Druids.
Over the years, both at Carleton and abroad at our missionary groves,
there have been many other group activities that have developed that
don’t use a standard liturgy (or even need a liturgy). Such activities
include: sweatlodges, candle-making parties, bardic sing-a-longs, group-
feasts, nature-walks, group meditation sessions, pseudo-theological
debates, magic-working groups, book reading clubs, herbology and
many other activities (depending on local talents that exist within the
group). However, some groups just did the services 4 times a year
and nothing else.

The Liturgy isn’t fixed in its final form
Even from the beginning, the liturgies have been constantly chang-
ing. Although the Council of Dalon Ap Landu had voted that they:
“adopt the Order of Worship of the Carleton Grove (as
formulated by David H. Fisher) as the basic order of wor-
ship of the Reformed Druids of West America.”
this restriction has been stretched or ignored. Every priest is expected
to change, adopt and mutate the liturgy to fit the existing mood, their
religous sensibilities, and the specific purposes of the moment. Ad
libbing and spontaneity, within reasonable bounds, is encouraged.
As a result there are dozens and dozens of alternatives to every single
ritual example that will be presented to you in this book.

Many a person has added Wiccan elements or Cabalistic elements
or Judeo-Christian elements, etc. The purpose of the liturgy is to
bring people together, and if the majority of the people in the grove
belong to one particular tradition you can add elements from that
tradition (if you want to). However, the original version has been
judged over the years to be relatively ecumenical enough and dogma-
free to be acceptable to most people, so we recommend it when
dealing with a “mixed” crowd.

The Liturgy isn’t Sacrosanct

There is no claim of divine origin for these liturgies, although a
few writers may have felt a bit inspired when they wrote them. Sanc-
tity is in the eye of the beholder, isn’t it? For many, the liturgy is
merely a philosophical exposition by the Priest who is using deities
in the Jungian sense of the archetype. For others, the liturgy is the
direct invocation and worship of whatever deities are being invoked.
For some it is merely being quiet together at someplace while some-
one reads something outloud. For some, powerful magickal energies
are conjured forth by the magickal words and the power is delegated
to various tasks. For others, it's a quaint little service that’s fun to
attend. Let us respect the right of the beholder and individual
congregant to have their own interpretation of the liturgy.

The existence of the liturgy may even be

antithetical

Perhaps it was the Protestant streak in the early founders which
made Reformed Druidism into the religion of the individual. The
goal of Reformed Druidism, for many, is the never-ending search for
religious truth; a truth which can be meaningful only to the particu-
lar individual who grasps it. Words and gestures cannot communi-
cate the subtleties that define our thoughts (little can, unless you
have telepathy). Let us beware from ever taking the liturgy as the
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most effective way of expressing our religious thoughts!

Who can say whether the individual with the title “Priest” has any
better understanding of her/his religion than the young first-order
Druid sitting near them? For all we know, the role/title of “Priest”
within Reformed Druidism may be merely an “ego-stroke” of com-
fort for those who feel the need to make sure that someone in the
group holds a service every now and then. Although I have been a
priest, for three years as of writing this, I don’t feel any more divine
than the next guy.

Organization of the this Book
I have, appropriately, separated this collection into three catego-
ries:
1. Reasonably generic rituals, which Isaac originally published in
DC(E).
2. Interesting variants of the various seasonal rituals.
3. Rituals of infrequent usage, ordination and suggestions.

I hope that you enjoy them.
—Muichael Scharding

Day 31 of Geimredh, Year XXXIII of the Reform
December 1st, 1995 c.e.
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Order of Common Worship

New Reformed Druids of North America
Summer Version
For use from on May 1st up to, but not including November 1st

Preparatory Details
This is the basic Order of Common Worship from which all the
others are adapted, and is to be used during the Summer Half of the
year (i.e., from Beltane to Samhain). The chalice is to filled with the
waters-of-life.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess step into
this Sigil, which is then close by the tow staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice
The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

Pr: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)
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Pr: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(If the sacrifice is accepted, and it almost always is accepted, then con-
tinue. If bad omen, the service ends at this point.)

Pr: Praise be, our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal of
life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Catechism of The Waters-of-Life
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-life while the priest ask the Catechism
of the Waters-of-Life. The local custom may or may not replace the
Preceptor’s response with a chorus of the members.)

PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS!

PR: Then give me the Waters!

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)
O Dalon Ap Landu, Hallow these waters by thy seven-fold powers
and by the three ways of day and one of night,. Cleanse our hearts
and join us together as we take and drink of they secret essence!

Optional Ordinations
First Order consecrations can be done at this time, but it’s not necessary
to enter into the first order for a person to drink Waters. If a member of
the Grove is to be ordained to the Second Order (in which case the Priest/
ess will have consecrated an additional chalice, filled with the waters-of-
life) the ceremony is inserted here, before the Communion.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-of-life,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around



the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually 2 or 3 minutes in length—though longer with some Groves) by all.
Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end of the Service with:)

The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:
Peace! Peace! Peace!

Order of Common Worship

New Reformed Druids of North America
Winter
For use from on November 15t up to, but not including May 1st

Preparatory Details
This is the basic Order of Common Worship from which all the
others are adapted, and is to be used during the Summer Half of the
year (i.e., from Beltane to Samhain). The chalice is to filled with
plain water.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess step into
this Sigil, which is then close by the tow staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice
The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

Pr: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)



Pr: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(The sacrifice Is not accepted, except in emergency situations.)
PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Catechism of The Waters-of-Sleep
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Sleep while the priest ask the Cat-
echism of the Waters-of-Sleep. The local custom may or may not replace
the Preceptor’s response with a chorus of the members.)

PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS NOT! THE WATERS ARE HERE, BUT THE
SPIRIT HAS GONE OUT OF THEM.

PR: Of what, then, do we partake?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-SLEEP.

PR: Then give me the Waters-of-Sleep.

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Dalon Ap Landu, descend once again into these waters, and hal-
low them. Give us to know Thy power and the promise of life that is
to return.

Ordinations
No ordinations are normally done in the Winter Half of the Year.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-ofsleep,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
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change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length—though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end of the Service with:

The Benediction
PR: Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you:.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,

saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**



Ordination of Second Order
Druids

To be inserted after the consecration and before the mediitation in the
Order or Worship. It can of course be the sole purpose of the Order of
Worship, or an incidental part. It is generally only done in the Summer
Half of the Year as it requires Alcohol or Potent-Sugar water. Usually the
PRIEST of the service asks if anyone wishes to enter the Second Order
after having consecrated the Waters..

Another alternative is to bring the aspirant forward during the Order
of Worship’s invocation and after asking the Questions, shown below,
have the aspirant respond to the normal Catechism of the Waters. After
the Consecration of the Waters, proceed to the Sealing to the Second
Order.

(NOTE Have everybody sip the Waters before the initiate, but leave
plenty for her/him to drink. It is often a good idea to consecrate a second
chalice to ensure that enough Waters will be ready for the Aspirant’s
ordeal.)

Invocation
O Earth-Mother, bountiful and ever flowing forth, we Thy children,
invoke Thy blessing upon this aspirant to serve thee.

Questions
PR: Do you, in full consciousness, promise to serve faithfully the
Earth-Mother, ministering to Her followers, and following you
duties as a Druid of the Second Order to the best of your
ability? Do you?
Aspirant: | do. (or close enough)

PR: Do you understand from whence comes the source of all life,
and the nature of the source of all life? Do you?
Aspirant: | do.

PR: Do you understand the partaking of the waters-of-life, and the
sacrifice of life that we offer-up to our Mother? Do you?
Aspirant: | do.

PR: Are you ready, then, to be sealed up to the service of the Earth-
Mother? Are you?
Aspirant: | am.

Sealing to the Second Order
(PRIEST dips fingers in consecrated waters and makes a Sigil on fore-
head of the candidate every time the word “seal” is spoken in the follow-
ing;)

In the name of the Earth-Mother;

I seal you to Her service in the house of the spirit of the South.

| seal you to Her service in the house of the Spirit of the North.

| seal you to Her service in the house of the Spirit of the West.

| seal you to Her service in the house of the Spirit of the East.

Finally, I seal you to the service of the mighty, the blessed, all power-
ful and fertile All-Mother Earth, thus consecrating your life to
Her cause.
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The Ordeal

(Hand the candidate all the remaining waters-oflife)
PR: Take and drink—all of it!

(Return to the Order of Worship, usually at the Meditation, which may
be just watching the staggering initiate!)



Ordination of First Order Druids

Unlike the other Orders of Reformed Druidism, there is not fixed
liturgy of ordination. There is a general custom which can be elabo-
rated upon as the Priest sees fit.

Usually the Priest will ask for aspirants to the First Order as the
waters are about to be passed around. The Priest will go to the aspir-
ant and ask if the aspirant believes in the two Basic Tenets of Re-
formed Druidism:

1. The object of the search for religious truth, which is universal
and a never-ending search, may be found through the Earth-
Mother, which is Nature; but this is one way, yea, one way among
many.

2. And great is the importance, which is of a spiritual important,
of Nature, which is the Earth-Mother; for it is one of the objects
of Creation, and with it do people live, yea, even as they do
struggle through life are they come face-to-face with it.

If the aspirant replies affirmatively, the Priest takes the chalice and
dips their fingers in the Waters and draws the Druid Sigil on the
forehead of the aspirant. Then the aspirant drinks some of the Wa-
ters. The Priest then declares them to be a First Order Druid.

If there are several aspirants, say a dozen, instead of going through
each separately, they may be ordained as a group with separate head-
annoitings.

Another custom has developed at Carleton of anyone of the first
or second orders being able to ordain another person into their own
orders, in the absence of an existing Priest.

The 13-Fold Mystery
I am the wind which breathes upon the sea,
| am the wave of the ocean,
I am the murmur of the willows,
I am the ox of the seven combats,
I am the vulture upon the rocks,
I am a beam of the sun,
I am the fairest of plants,
I am a wild boar in valor,
I am a salmon in the water,
I am a lake in the plain,
I am a word of knowledge,
I am the point of the lance of battle,
I am the God who created in my head the fire,

Who is it who throws light into the meeting on the mountain?
Who announces the ages of the moon?
Who teaches the place where couches the sun?

If not I—

Invocation
I invoke the land of Erinn,
Much-coursed be the fertile sea,
Fertile be the fruit-strewn mountain,
Fruit-strewn be the showery wood,
Showery be the river of waterfalls,
Of waterfalls be the lake of deep pools,
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Deep-pooled be the hill-top well,
A well of tribes be the assembly,
An assembly of rulers be Temair,
Temair be a hill of tribes,

The tribes of the sons of Mil,

Of Mil of the ships, the barks,
Let the lofty bark be Erinn,

Lofty Erinn, darkly sung,

An incantation of great cunning,
The great cunning of the wives of Bres,
The wives of Bres, of Buaigne,
The great lady of Erinn,

Eremon hath conquered her,

Ir, Eber have conquered for her,
I invoke the land of Erinn.

Incantation #3
Fain we ask Erin, Faring o’er oceans’,
Motions to Mountains, Fountains and bowers,
Showers, rills rushing, Gushing waves welling,
Swelling streams calling, Falling foam-thunder,
Under lakes filling, Willing—Abiding,
Riding rounds, holding, Olden fairs meetly—
Fleet to lift loyal, Royal king’s towers,
Bowers for crowning, Frowning foes over—
Rover Mil’s warlike, Starlike sons therein,
Erin shall longer, Stronger, show honour,
On our Milesians—Wishing, in trouble,
Noble isle’s wooing, Suing, we stay here—
Pray here to sail in, Wailing maids royal,
Loyal chief-priests, Priests, blend pray’r in

So we seek Erinn—

Hymn to the Earth-Mother

O Earth-Mother!

We praise thee,

Who seed springeth,

Who flower openeth,

Who grass waveth.

We praise thee for winds that whisper
Through the graceful elm,
Through the shapely maple,
Through the lively pine,
Through the shining birch,
Through the mighty oak.
We praise thee for all things.
O Earth-Mother!

Who givest life.



Order of Common Worship

Simple Summer Version
from May 1st up to, but on Nov. 1st

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

Optional Procession & Drawing the Sigil & The
Incantation

The Sacrifice

Priest: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles,
our voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the
winds. Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this
sacrifice of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, grant-
ing us thy peace and life. Place sacrifice on Altar

Priest: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon
the spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply
Priest: Praise be, our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal
of life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Catechism of The Waters-of-Life
PRIEST: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the
continual flow and renewal of life?

PRECEPTOR: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PRIEST: From Whence do these waters flow?

PRECEPTOR: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-
MOTHER, THE NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
PRIEST: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PRECEPTOR: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PRIEST: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PRECEPTOR: SHE HAS!

PRIEST: Then give me the Waters!

The Consecration
O Dalon Ap Landu, Hallow these waters by thy seven-fold powers
and by the three ways of day and one of night,. Cleanse our hearts
and join us together as we take and drink of they secret essence!

The Communion & Optional Ordinations &
Libation

To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our
Mother, even as we must return to thee.
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The Meditation followed by The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.

Peace! Peace! Peace!

Order, Samhain 1993

Frangquist ordéuning Schmidt to Fifth



Order of Common Worship

Simple Winter Version
from on November 1st to, but not on May 1st.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

Optional Procession & Drawing the Sigil & The
Incantation

The Sacrifice

Priest: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles,

our voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the

winds. Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this

sacrifice of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, grant-

ing us thy peace and life. Put Sacrifice on Altar

Priest: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon
the spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the
West....and of the West.

The Reply

Priest: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Catechism of The Waters-of-Sleep
PRIEST: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the
continual flow and renewal of life?

PRECEPTOR: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PRIEST: From Whence do these waters flow?

PRECEPTOR: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-
MOTHER, THE NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PRIEST: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PRECEPTOR: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PRIEST: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PRECEPTOR: SHE HAS NOT! THE WATERS ARE HERE, BUT
THE SPIRIT HAS GONE OUT OF THEM.

PRIEST: Of what, then, do we partake?

PRECEPTOR: THE WATERS-OF-SLEEP.

PRIEST: Then give me the Waters-of-Sleep.

The Consecration
O Dalon Ap Landu, descend once again into these waters, and hal-
low them. Give us to know Thy power and the promise of life that is
to return.

The Communion & The Libation
To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our
Mother, even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation followed by The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you.

Peace! Peace! Peace!
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Samhain

New Reformed Druids of North America

For use from on/near Nov. 1st.

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for Samhain. The
chalice will be filled with ordinary spring water (the waters-of-sleep).
The sacrifice should be of bare branches. All Third Order Druids
and Druidesses, including the Grove’'s Archdruid/ess, should be
wearing their red ribbons-of-office around their necks at the begin-
ning of the service, but carry their white ribbons-of-office in an easily
accessible place.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation..

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship you in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess step into
this Sigil, which is then close by the two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)
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PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(The sacrifice is not accepted.)
PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Chant

PR:. Ea, Lord, Ea, Mother, Thou with uncounted names and faces,
Thou of the many faceted Nature in and above all, to Thee we
sing our chants of praise.

Chorus: Go thou not from us.

PR: Dalon Ap Landu, Lord of this and all Groves, mover by night
and by day, descend not beneath the earth, turn not Thy pleas-
ing face from us.

Chorus: Go thou not from us.

PR: The leaves wither, the trees and fields are barren, on what can
we depend? Where is Thy order, where Thy strength?

Chorus: Depart not from our midst, sleep not, O most high.

PR: The Sun, the bright fire of day, withdraws His chariot; His face
is veiled with clouds, and the breath of the North Wind walks
the land.

Chorus: Return to us his warmth.

The Second Sacrifice
PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if

there is no altar. All will turn to face the directions that are called.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Second Reply
(The sacrifice is not accepted.)
PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

(The priests now remove their red ribbons and replace them with their
white ribbons. The following is the Mourning and Declaration of Faith)

The Declaration

PR: Lo, we are as wraith, our fire is turned to ashes and darkness
walks the land.

Chorus: Preserve us, o spirit of Day. Keep us in thy mind, O spirit
of Power.

PR: O Earth-Mother, guide our paths. If Thou wilt leave us, save us
through the Time of Silence, keep bright within our hearts ‘till
spring.

Chorus: So let it be, O our Mother, for we are faithful, and would
keep thy ways.



The Catechism
PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: Has the earth-mother given
PREC: SHE HAS NOT! THE WATERS ARE HERE BUT THE
SPIRIT HAS GONE OUT OF THEM!
PR: So be it. Now is the Time of Life ended. Now shall we need our
faith to keep us strong, for the Time of Sleep is begun in truth and in
deed. Of what then, do we partake?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-SLEEP.
PR: Then give me the waters-of-sleep!

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Dalon Ap Landu, hallow these waters by Thy sevenfold powers,
and by the three ways of day and one of night. Cleanse our hearts
and join us together by They power as we take and drink of Thy
secret essences!

Ordinations
No ordinations are normally done in the Winter Half of the Year.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-ofsleep,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length - though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end of the Service.
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The Benediction
PR: Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you:.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**

NOTES:



Winter Solstice

New Reformed Druids of North America

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for the Winter Sol-
stice. The chalice will be filled with the waters-of-sleep. The sacrifice
should be of evergreen boughs and mistletoe.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation
O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:
Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;
Thou art without form, but we worship thee in

these forms;
Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;
O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.
O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor & Server or
any two others use their staves to mark the Druid Sigil upon the ground in
front of the altar (usually on the South side), leaving the bottom of the
circle incomplete. The Druid steps into this Sigil, which is closed by two
staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if

there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members

may turn.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(The sacrifice Is not accepted, except in emergency situations.)

PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Chant
PR: Belenos halts his outward flight,
Chorus: And turns to us today.
PR: The shortest day, the longest night.
Chorus: He turns to us today.
PR: So let us rejoice in his sight,
Chorus: O Belenos, to Thee we pray,
PR: Smile on us today.
Chorus: O look on us who keep Thy ways.
PR: Smile with us today!
PR: O Belenos, Who givest light,
O Belenos, Who givest life,
We rejoice at Thy turning,
A sign of life to us returning,
To Thee all praise, O Lord of Light
Thou Who takest away the night,
Thou Who givest life to land,
And warmth and joy unto Man.
Chorus: O Belenos, we praise Thee!

The Catechism of Waters-of-Sleep
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Sleep while the priest ask the Cat-
echism of the Waters-of-Sleep. The local custorm may replace the Preceptor’s
response with a chorus of the members.)

PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS NOT! THE WATERS ARE HERE, BUT THE
SPIRIT HAS GONE OUT OF THEM.

PR: Of what, then, do we partake?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-SLEEP.
PR: Then give me the Waters-of-Sleep.

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)
O Dalon Ap Landu, descend once again into these waters, and hal-
low them. Give us to know Thy power and the promise of life that is
to return.

Ordinations
No ordinations are normally done in the Winter Half of the Year.

The Communion
The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the



words, “the waters-ofsleep,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length - though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end.)

The Benediction
PR: Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you:.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**

Oimelc

New Reformed Druids of North America
For use on/near Feb. 1st.

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for Oimelc. The
chalice will be filled with milk (goat’s, sheep’s or cow’s). The sacrifice
should be of evergreen boughs.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and Server or
any two chosen by the Grove use their staves to mark the Druid Sigil upon
the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South side), leaving the
bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid steps into this Sigil, which is
closed by the two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.



The Reply

(The sacrifice is not accepted, except in emergency situations.)
PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Chant

PR: For three months, O our Mother, has Thou been gone from us.
Chorus: Wilt thou not return?

PR: Our hearts are heavy, our days our dark.
Chorus: Wilt thou not return?

PR: All seems dead, hast thou departed?
Chorus: Never to return?

PR: O, our Mother, we ask a sign.

Chorus: A sign of thy return.

PR: A sign of Life in the midst of Death.
Chorus: A sign of thy return.

PR: Sleep in peace, but send a sign!
Chorus: A sign of they return!

PR: A sign of Life!

Chorus: The Life of thy return!

The Catechism of Waters-of-Sleep
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Sleep while the priest ask the Cat-
echism of the Waters-of-Sleep. The local custorm may replace the Preceptor’s
response with a chorus of the members.)

PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS NOT! BUT THE EWE GIVE MILK.

PR: Of what, then, do we partake?
PREC: THE MILK OF THE EWE!

The Consecration

(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Mother, we thank thee for this sign of thy continual presence and
thy life. O Dalon Ap Landu, descend into this milk and hallow it by
thy three ways of day and one of night. Give us to know thy power
and the promise of life that is to return.

Ordinations
No ordinations are normally done in the Winter Half of the Year.

The Communion
The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-ofsleep,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.
The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
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Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length - though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end. )

The Benediction
PR: Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you:

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**



Spring Equinox

New Reformed Druids of North America

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for the Spring Equi-
nox. The chalice will be filled with the waters-of-sleep. The sacrifice
should be of budding branches.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess steps into
Sigil, which is closed by two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon the

spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply
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(The sacrifice is not accepted, except in emergency situations.)
PR: The four winds are silent; the Earth-Mother sleeps.

The Chant

PR: And the God of the Sun did arise from His tomb in the South;
and once more did He fare forth to His children in the North-
ern lands. (Pause) O Belenos, O Thou unchanging God of
many names, but one Face, we, Thy children, welcome Thee
back to our lands.

Chorus: O Lord of Light, we welcome Thee.

PR: O Belenos, O Lord of Light, long have we awaited Thy return,
that the coldness of the Night might be taken from our lands.

Chorus: O God of Sun, We welcome Thee.

*kkkk

PR: The nights were long, the trees had shed,

Chorus: The night had conquered day.

PR: The days were short, and life had fled.

Chorus: The night had conquered day.

PR: The winds were cold, the land seemed dead,

Chorus: The night had conquered day.

PR: But the Sun returns from the Southern lands.

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: Plants spring up on every hand,

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: “Let Life return!” is the Sun’s command.

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: The Sun grows stronger every day.

Chorus: The Day will conquer night.

PR: The world grows lush and Life holds sway,

Chorus: The Day will conquer night.

PR: So let us praise Him in all ways.

*hkk

PR: O Belenos, O Sun, we praise Thee at Thy return to our midst.
Welcome art Thou among us.

Chorus: Bless with thy presence, O Lord of Light.

PR: O Belenos, O Lord of Light, bless us with Thy warmth and
light, that we may rejoice in Thy sight.

Chorus: Bless us and light our way, O God of the Sun.

The Catechism of Waters-of-Sleep
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Sleep while the priest ask the Cat-
echism of the Waters-of-Sleep. The local custorm may replace the Preceptor’s
response with a chorus of the members.)
PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS NOT! THE WATERS ARE HERE, BUT THE
SPIRIT HAS GONE OUT OF THEM.
PR: Of what, then, does Belenos give that we may rejoice on this day
of His return.
PREC: THE WARMTH OF THE SUN AND THE WATERS
WHERE he SLEEPS.
PR: OF WHAT, THEN, DO WE PARTAKE?



PREC: The waters of the Sun.
PR: Then give me the Waters of the Sun.

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Belenos, O Lord of Light, descend into these waters and fill them
with Thy presence. Give us to know, O Lord, of Thy promise of Life
as we take and drink of Thy warmth and light.

Ordinations
No ordinations are normally done in the Winter Half of the Year.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-ofsleep,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length - though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end.)

The Benediction
PR: Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our prayers
will be answered, that the bounty of life will return to the face of the
Earth, and then will the Earth-Mother shower Her blessings upon
you:.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**

Beltane

New Reformed Druids of North America
For use on/near May 1st.

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for Beltane. The
chalice will once again be filled with whiskey and water (the waters-
of-life). The sacrifice should be of flowering branches. All Third Order
Druids and Druidesses, including the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess, should
be wearing their white ribbons-of-office around their necks at the
beginning of the service, but carry their red ribbons-of-office in an
accessible place.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation..

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship you in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess steps into
this Sigil, which is closed by two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)



PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply
(The sacrifice is accepted, except in very unusual situations.)
PR: Praise be! Our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal of
life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Chant
PR: The Mother wakes from her long sleep and smiles on us today!
Chorus: SHE IS AWAKE!

PR: She brings us Life!
Chorus: SHE IS AWAKE!

PR: She brings us Light!
Chorus: SHE IS AWAKE!

PR: The Mother wakes and seeks Be’al.
Chorus: QUICKLY BE'AL RETURNS.

PR: We light our fires to show the way.

(The fires of Be’al, the bonfire, are now lit by the plunging of a torch into
the kindling.)

Chorus: QUICKLY BE'AL RETURNS!

PR: To couch with the Mother and bring forth Life.
Chorus: QUICKLY BE'AL RETURNS!

(This next section should be chanted at an accelerating pace:)
PR: O Be'al—
Chorus: WE WELCOME THEE!

PR: O our Mother—
Chorus: WE WELCOME THEE!

PR: O Earth-Mother, O Be'al—
Chorus: WE WELCOME THEE!!

PR: O Be’al, O Mother, parents of all that lives, we welcome Ye
back to our midst. Give us of Your Life, O Most High, that we
may share Your joy.

Chorus: WELCOME ARE YE, AMONG US, O MOST HIGH.
SMILE ON US, WHO HAVE KEPT YOUR WAYS,
THROUGH THE TIME OF SLEEP.

The Catechism
PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
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PR: Has the earth-mother given
PREC: SHE HAS!

PR: Praise be!! At last is the Time of Sleep ended. Now our faith
bears fruit, and the Time of Life is begun in truth and in deed.
(Al priests remove the white ribbons and don the red ribbons.)

PR: Now give me the waters!

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Dalon Ap Landu, hallow these waters by Thy sevenfold powers,
and by the three ways of day and one of night. Cleanse our hearts
and join us together by Thy power as we take and drink of Thy secret
essences!

Ordinations
First Order consecrations can be done at this time, but it’s not neces-
sary to enter into the first order for a person to drink Waters. If a member
of the Grove is to be ordained to the Second Order (in which case the
Priest/ess will have consecrated an additional chalice, filled with the waters-
of-life) the ceremony is inserted here, before the Communion.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-of-life,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length—though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end:

The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.



Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**

Notes:

{
¥
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Summer Solstice
New Reformed Druids of North America

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for the Summer
Solstice. The chalice will be filled with the waters-of-life. The sacrifice
should be of green branches and mistletoe. The fire should be espe-
cially large.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be’al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess steps into
this Sigil, which is closed by two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice
The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

PR: A Bhelenos, a Dihia na Greine soilsigh orainn inniu. Glac leis
an iobairt seo, A Bhelenos, mas e do thoil e, agus tabhair dhuinn
cuid do theasa ‘ do shoilse. Loin le bheatha sinn-ne, a Thiarna Soilse,
agus dein solas an bhealaigh dhuinn agus sinn ag moladh d’ainm.
{ O Belenos, O God of the Sun, shine on us today. Accept this
sacrifice, O Belenos, we pray thee, and give us of your warmth and
light. Fill us with life, O Lord of Light an light our way as we praise
your name.}



Chorus: Hail Belenos, To Thee all praise! Hail Belenos, smile on us
always!

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if

there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members

may turn to face that direction.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply
(The sacrifice is accepted, except in unusual situations.)
Priest: Praise be! Our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal
of life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Chant

PR: Welcome Belenos, this day of days.
Chorus: Welcome art thou.

PR: Welcome Belenos, to Thy golden rays,
Chorus: Welcome art thou.

PR: Welcome Belenos, to Thee all praise,
Chorus: Welcome art thou.

PR: All praise to Belenos, this day at full height
Chorus; Praise to Thee, O Lord of Light.

PR: All praise to Belenos, Who conquers night,
Chorus; Praise to Thee, O Lord of Light.

PR: All praise to Belenos, Who warms our life,
Chorus: Praise to Thee, O Lord of Light.

PR: All hail Belenos, who smiles on us today.
Chorus: Hail Belenos! To Thee all praise!

PR: All hail Belenos, who keep His ways,
Chorus: Hail Belenos! To Thee all praise!

PR: All hail Belenos, light our paths always,
Chorus: Hail Belenos, God of Sun!

Hail Belenos, Giver of Life!

Hail Belenos, Lord of Light!

The Catechism of Waters-of-Life
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Life while the priest ask the Catechism.
The local custom may replace the Preceptor’s response with a chorus of
the members.)
PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?
PREC: SHE HAS!
PR: Then give me the Waters!

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)
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O Dalon Ap Landu, hallow these waters by Thy sevenfold powers,
and by the tree ways of day and one of night. Cleanse our hearts and
join us together by Thy power as we take and drink of Thy secret
essences!

Optional Ordinations
First Order consecrations can be done at this time, but it’s not necessary
to enter into the first order for a person to drink Waters. If a member of
the Grove is to be ordained to the Second Order (in which case the Priest/
ess will have consecrated an additional chalice, filled with the waters-of-
life) the ceremony is inserted here, before the Communion.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-of-life,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length—though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end of the Service with:

The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**

Notes:



Lughnasadh

New Reformed Druids of North America
For use on/near Aug. 1st.

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for Lughnasadh.
The chalice will be filled with mead or hard cider (instead of the
usual whiskey) as for the waters-of-life. Since this is a harvest festival,
it is suggested that members of the Grove bring a sacrifice of fruits or
vegetables, from their own gardens if possible. These are laid on the
altar and/or around the fire along with the regular sacrifice (which
should be of green branches) either at the end of the Procession or at
the point in the service at which the regular sacrifice is offered up.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be’al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship you in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess step into
this Sigil, which is then close by the two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)
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PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(The sacrifice is accepted, except in very unusual situations.)

PR: Praise be! Our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal of
life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Chant

PR:. Thy trees do grow and give us shade,
Chorus: O Dalon Ap Landu, we thank thee.

PR: Thy waters stream forth and as our pain,
Chorus: O Grannos, we thank thee.

PR: Thy waters pour forth and bring us joy,
Chorus: O Braciaca, we thank thee.

PR: Thy rivers flow and give us drink,
Chorus: O Sirona, we thank thee.

PR: Thy thunder cracks and heralds rain,
Chorus: O Taranis, we thank thee.

PR: Thy seas are deep and full of fish,
Chorus: O Llyr, we thank thee.

PR: Thy earth is fertile and full of Life,

Chorus: O Danu, we thank thee.

PR: Though the Sun is bright, the Shade is dark.
Chorus: In the midst of light is dark.

PR: Dark though the night, the stars are bright.
Chorus: In the midst of dark is light.

PR: Thy light shines on us today.
Chorus: O Belenos, we thank thee.

PR: The plants give fruits which then do die.
Chorus: In the midst of life is death.

PR: We eat the fruits and they give us life.
Chorus: In the midst of death is life.

PR: Thy life is here in us today.
Chorus: O Earth-Mother, we thank thee.

PR: O Be’al, O Lugh, O our Mother, O all ye Gods and Goddesses,
we thank You for the bounty which Ye have given us during
this year. Accept our praise, O Most High and smile on us
always, that we may praise You the more.

Chorus: We thank you, O most high. Keep us in your minds, we
pray you, as we keep in your ways.



The Catechism
PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?
PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: From Whence do these waters flow?
PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?
PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
PR: Has the earth-mother given
PREC: SHE HAS! RIPE ARE THE GOLDEN APPLES OF THE
SUN, AND BRIGHT IS THE HONEY OF THE HIVES. OUR
CUPS OVERFLOW WITH CIDER AND MEAN, AND ALL THE
GOOD THINGS OF THIS SEASON!
PR: Then give me the waters!

The Consecration
(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Dalon Ap Landu, hallow these waters by Thy sevenfold powers,
and by the three ways of day and one of night. Cleanse our hearts
and join us together by They power as we take and drink of Thy
secret essences!

Ordinations
First Order consecrations can be done at this time, but it’s not necessary
to enter into the first order for a person to drink Waters. If a member of
the Grove is to be ordained to the Second Order (in which case the Priest/
ess will have consecrated an additional chalice, filled with the waters-of-
life) the ceremony is inserted here, before the Communion.

The Communion
The Prigst/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-of-life,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with a last ex-
change of blessings. Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the
remainder on the altar or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length—though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end.)

The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:

Peace! Peace! Peace!

**(THE END)**




Fall Equinox
New Reformed Druids of North America

Preparatory Details

The following is a Special Order of Worship for the Fall Equinox.
The chalice will be filled with the waters-of-life. The sacrifice should
be of branches with turning leaves.

The service starts with all participants standing some distance away
from the area where the ritual is to take place. If both safe and legal,
a fire should be started in or near the altar. The Druid/ess who is
presiding (usually, though not always, the Grove’s Arch-Druid/ess)
should already have cut the sacrifice and have it tucked into his or
her robe (or it may be held in one hand). The presiding Druid/ess
may choose to speak the opening Invocation to Be'al alone, or may
ask the Preceptor and/or the people (depending on Local grove cus-
tom) to join in speaking the bold words of the Invocation.

The Invocation

O Lord, forgive these three errors that are due to our human limita-
tions:

Thou art everywhere, but we worship thee here;

Thou art without form, but we worship thee in these forms;

Thou hast no need of prayers and sacrifices, yet we offer thee these
prayers and sacrifices;

O Lord, forgive us these three errors that are due to our human
limitations.

O Mother, cleanse our minds and hearts and prepare us for
meditations.

The Procession
Here occurs the Procession, often with the Grove singing the hymn from
Customs 2:1-3. Upon arrival near the altar, the Preceptor and the Server
or any two others designated by the Grove use their staves to mark the
Druid Sigil upon the ground in front of the altar (usually on the South
side), leaving the bottom of the circle incomplete. The Druid/ess steps into
this Sigil, which is closed by two staves.

The Praise

Here an Incantation, Poem or Hymn of praise is recited or sung by the
Druid/ess, the Bard(s) or the entire Grove.

The Sacrifice

The Druid/ess holds up the sacrifice to the sky, while saying:

PR: Our praise has mounted up to thee on the wings of eagles, our
voices have been carried up to thee on the shoulders of the winds.
Hear now, we pray thee, our Mother, as we offer up this sacrifice
of life. Accept it, we pray thee, and cleanse our hearts, granting
us thy peace and life.

(Here the Priest places the plant offering upon the ‘altar’ or the ground if
there is no altar. As each of the directions are questioned, the members
may turn to face that direction.)

PR: Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? I call upon the
spirit of the East to give answer... of the South...of the West....and
of the West.

The Reply

(The sacrifice is accepted, except in unusual situations.)
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Priest.: Praise be! Our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and renewal
of life, and to the cleansing of our minds and hearts, has been ac-
cepted!

The Chant

PR: The Sun-God did spend half the year with His children in the
North and then did depart to his winter home.
O Belenos, O Thou unchanging God of many names but
One Face, we, Thy children, mourn Thy passing from our
lands.

Chorus: O Lord of Light, return to us soon.

PR: O Belenos, O Lord of Light, short seems the time that we have
rejoiced in the warmth of Thy presence.

Chorus: O God of the Sun, return to us soon.

PR: The nights were short, the trees in leaf,

Chorus: The Day had conquered night.

PR: The days were long and full of Life,

Chorus: The day had conquered night.

PR: The Sun was warm, the land gave fruit,

Chorus: The day had conquered night.

PR: But the Sun must return to the Southern lands,

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: Though the world is warm and full of Life,

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: Yet the cold approaches to stalk the land,

Chorus: Balanced now are we.

PR: The Sun grows weaker every day.

Chorus: The night will conquer day.

PR: The leaves will wither and Death draw nigh,

Chorus: The night will conquer day.

PR: We pray Thy return with all our might.

Chorus: Or the night will conquer day.

*hkkk

PR: O Belenos, O Sun, we mourn Thy passing from our midst.
Welcome wert Thou among us.

Chorus: Thou blessed us with Thy presence, O Lord of Light.

PR: O Belenos, O Lord of Light, return to us soon that we may
rejoice in Thy sight.

Chorus: Bless us and light our way, O God of Sun.

*khkkhkhkk

PR: But winter will pass and spring will come,

Chorus: And the day will conquer night.

PR: The Sun will return and warm our land,

Chorus: And the day will conquer night.

PR: Death will pass and Life return,

Chorus: And the day will conquer night!

*khkhkhkkkikk

PR: O Belenos, O Sun-God, O Lord of Light, though Thy presence
depart from us, yet art Thou with us, for Thy light does guide
our feet and Thy warmth is in our hearts.

Chorus: All hail Belenos, God of Light!

PR: All praise Belenos, who keep his ways.

Chorus: O Belenos, we praise Thee!

The Catechism
(The preceptor holds the Waters-of-Life while the priest ask the Catechism.
The local custom may replace the Preceptor’s response with a chorus of
the members.)



PR: Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know the con-
tinual flow and renewal of life?

PREC: THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: From Whence do these waters flow?

PREC: FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, THE
NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.

PR: And how do we honor this gift that cause life in us?

PREC: BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.

PR: Has the earth-mother given forth of her bounty?

PREC: SHE HAS!

PR: Does Belenos still give us a sign of His presence?

PREC: HE DOES! THOUGH HE DEPARTS FOR THE SOUTH-
ERN LANDS, STILL IS HIS SPARK WITHIN THESE WATERS-
OF-LIFE.

PR: Then give me the Waters!

The Consecration

(The Priest/ess takes the chalice from the Server, who fills it if it is not
already full. The Priest/ess then consecrates its contents with the follow-
ing:)

O Belenos, O Lord of Light, descend yet once more into these waters
and fill them with Thy presence. Give us to know, O Lord, of Thy
impending return, as we take and drink one more time of Thy warmth
and light.

Ordinations
First Order consecrations can be done at this time, but it’s not necessary
to enter into the first order for a person to drink Waters. If a member of
the Grove is to be ordained to the Second Order (in which case the Priest/
ess will have consecrated an additional chalice, filled with the waters-of-
life) the ceremony is inserted here, before the Communion.

The Communion

The Priest/ess drink from the chalice and blesses the Preceptor with the
words, “the waters-of-life,” and the marking of the Druid Sigil in the air.

The Preceptor returns the blessing and receives the chalice from the
Priest/ess. The Preceptor drinks, blesses the Server, is blessed in return,
and gives the Server the chalice. The Server drinks, then goes around the
circle of the Grove (usually clockwise) blessing each person, handing them
the chalice, letting them drink, being blessed in return and taking the
chalice to the next person. The Server does not drink more than once.

In some Groves, the Priest/ess may merely turn to the left and exchange
blessings with the person to that side, letting the chalice be handed around
the circle by the members of the Grove.

In either method, the last person in the circle should not finish the
contents of the chalice. This is returned to the Priest/ess with blessings.
Then the Druid/ess takes the last sip returning the remainder on the altar
or fire, saying:

PR: To thee we return this portion of thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return to thee.

The Meditation
(Here follows an appropriate reading, from any Nature-oriented scripture
that the Priest/ess may choose, read by the Druid/ess or by someone ap-
pointed for that purpose. After this comes a few BRIEF words of medita-
tion from the Priest/ess and a period of silence and private mediation
(usually two or three minutes in length—though longer with some Groves)
by all. Eventually, the Priest/ess signals the end:
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The Benediction
Go forth into the world, secure in the knowledge that our sacrifice
has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s sight, that she has an-
swered our prayer, and that we go forth with her blessing.

Drawing the Sigil in the Air
The Priest blesses the Grove with three Sigils in the air, left to right,
saying:
Peace! Peace! Peace!

NOTES:



ORDER OF COMMON
WORSHIP:

SUMMER HALF OF THE YEAR
The Earliest Known Version

I. OPENING BLESSING:

O Lord, forgive these three sins that are due to our human
limitations:
Thou art everywhere, but we worship you here;
Thou art without form, but we worship you in these
forms;
Thou needest no praise, yet we offer thee these prayers
and sacrifices;
O Lord, forgive [these] three sins that are due to our hu-
man limitations.

Mighty and blessed, fertile and powerful, to thee Earth-Mother,
we sing our praise, asking that what we offer up to thee will be
accepted, and thy blessing of life granted to us.

I1. PROCESSION AND DRAWING OF THE
CIRCLE (& LIGHTING OF FIRE)
1. HYMNS OR CHANTS OF PRAISE
IV. THE SACRIFICE

Our praise has mounted up on the wings of eagles, our voices
have been carried to thee on the shoulders of the winds. Hear now,
O our Mother, as we offer up to thee this our sacrifice of life. Accept
this we pray, and grant us life.

Hast thou accepted our sacrifice, O our Mother? | call on the
Spirit of the North to give answer—of the South—of the East—and of
the West.

Praise be, our sacrifice, dedicated to the fertility and re-
newal of life has been accepted.

V. THE ANSWER

1. Of what does the Earth-mother give that we may know
the continual flow and renewal of life?
THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
From Whence do these waters flow?
FROM THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH-MOTHER,
THE NEVER CHANGING ALL-MOTHER.
And how do we honour this gift that cause life to men?
BY PARTAKING OF THE WATERS-OF-LIFE.
Has the Earth-Mother given forth of her bounty?
SHE HAS
Then give me the Waters.

2.0 DALON AP LANDU, HALLOW THESE WATERS
BY THE SEVENFOLD POWERS, AND BY THE
THREE WAYS OF DAY AND THE ONE OF NIGHT.
GIVE US TO KNOW THY POWER AS WE TAKE
AND DRINK OF THY SECRET ESSENCES.

3. To thee we return this portion of thy bounty,
O our Mother, even as we must return to thee.

VI. THE SERMON

VII. THE BENEDICTION

Go forth into the world of men, secure in the knowledge
that our sacrifice has found acceptance in the Earth-mother’s
sight, that she has answered our prayer, and that you go
forth with her blessing. PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.

An early photo of Nelson, Fisher, and Frangquist with the

first altar, Hill of Three Oaks, 1964
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Order of General Common

Worship (Summer Version)

Samhradh & Foghamhar (Fall) 17 y.r. (Bkly) Mother Grove
NRDNA
Circa late 1979 c.e. (This is a very unusual one, see historiogra-

phy)

Druids line up for the Procession, standing several yards North of the
altarstone. The Archdruid (AD) and the Archdruidess (Ads) are at the
front, followed by the Chief Bard and the Server, and the other members
of the Grove (G).

Opening Song (All): “O Earth Mother” (Customs 2:1-3)

Invocation:
Ads: In the dust of the galaxy swirls the spark of Life.
G: And we partake of it, we and all living beings.
AD: In the mighty helix we dance,
G: And in harmony with all of Life, we sing:
Ads: Gods known and unknown, remembered and forgotten, male
and female, dark and light, creating, preserving and destroying...
G: Be in our awareness, teach us Your joy, let us share Your sorrow,
extend our limitations.
AD: Knowing that the smallest motion, the softest note, even the
energy of though itself, reverberates infinitely,
ALL: LET THIS RITUAL BEGIN!

Procession Song (ALL): “Will Ye No Come Back Again?”

All process to altarstone, CB & S mark sigil on ground, AD & Ads step
inside and go around either side to back of altarstone, sigil is closed.
Grove members split into an arc in front of the altarstone.

Centering:
Ads: Why have you gathered here under the oaks?
G: This is the appointed place, now is the appointed time.
AD: What brings you here out under the sky?
G: We come to worship the Gods.
Ads: What do you know of the Gods?
G: We seek to know what we can, with our mortal limitations.
AD: The Gods are everwhere,
G: But we worship Them here.
Ads: The Gods are without form,
G: Bbut we worship them in these forms.
AD: We do not know what to offer to our Gods,
G: So we offer Them our prayers and sacrifices.
Ads: Each of us in our own way,
G: Each of us with our own prayers,
ALL: EACH OF US WITH OUR OWN SACRIFICES.
Ads: Now let each of us go to the sacred place, the temple of the
Earthmother, and the sanctuary of Be’al, in each of our bodies, in
each of our hearts, in the back of our minds, in the quiet of the
spirit; evaluating all that has happened in our private lives since last
we stood together, that the Gods may help us to understand these
experiences as sources of wisdom and growth.

(silence)
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Individual Goals and dedications:
AD: Now let each of us, within our own hearts, declare silently our
personal goals for the days ahead and for our live, and make our
individual dedications to the spirits Whom we worship and honor.

(silence)

Statement of Beliefs:

Ads: How many Gods are there?
G: Every god and goddess is a star!
AD: Where are the Gods?
G: Where is the air we breathe? The waters that surrounds us? The
ground upon which we stand?
Ads: Are the Gods male?
AD: Or female?
G: Yes!
Ads: How do we find the Gods?
G: Every goddess is within us.
AD: Thou art Goddess!
G: Every god is within us.
ADS: Thou art God!

AD: Who is Our Lady?

G: She is the Earthmother, spirit of all that lives upon the earth, and
swims beneath the waters, and flies throughout the air.

ADS: Who is Our Lord?
G: He is Be’al, the Shining One, spirit of truth and of light, spark of
the sun, and flame within the heart of every being.

AD: And Who is the god of this place?

G: He is Dalon ap Landu, Lord of this and every Grove, Patron of
Druids, and Comforter of the People.

Group Goals and Dedications
Ads: Now do we declare our goals:
G: To grow as human beings, in joy and love and wisdom and
strength; to promote in our actions, a human and interdependent
society; to heal and protect the biosphere of this planet; and to fur-
ther the process of Evolution, in ourselves and in our groups, and
throughout all time and space.
AD: Thus, in order to achieve these goals:
G: We dedicate ourselves, here and now, in body and mind, in heart
and in soul, to our Holy Mother the Earth, and our Holy Father the
Sun, and to all Their Holy Children.

Offering and Praise:
Ads: We are together, yet we often feel separate.
G: Thus we bring our sacrifices, to the Lord and Lady.
AD: What have you brought for our Mother and Father?

Members of the Grove bring their sacrifices to the altarstone.

Ads: Not all offerings are physical. Has anyone brought praise for
the Gods?

Members of the Grove offer poems, songs, music, etc.

Sacrifice:
The Ads holds up the sacrificial branch and speaks:



Ads: Our praise has mounted up on the wings of eagles, our voices
have been carried on the shoulders of the winds. Hear us, we pray,
as we offer up these sacrifices. Accept them, we ask, and cleanse our
hearts and eyes, granting us Thy peace and life.

The branch is laid upon the altar stone. Then the AD turns to the Four
Quarters and ask:

AD: Have you accepted our sacrifices, O Our Mother? We call upon
the Spirit of the North to give answer... and of the South... of the
East... and of the West... and of the Holy Center..

If the sacrifices are accepted, the rite continues:

Ads: Praise be! Our sacrifices, dedicated to the fertility and renewal
of life, and to the honoring of our Gods, have been accepted!!

Statement of Needs:
Ads: O Mighty Ones, we have called upon You and You have heard
us. We have offered of ourselves and You have accepted. Yet each of
us has needs for guidance and for aid, without which we cannot
fulfill Thy ways. Hear now Thy children, and help us, as ever You
have done.

At this point, each person present may state, silently or outloud, her or his
needs they wish fulfilled by the Gods, in order to accomplish their gols.
After all have finished:

AD: And we declare, that as this Grove:

G: We need Your strength and wisdom, Your healing and joy, so
that we may accomplish our goals, and fulfill our dedications. Bless
this Grove, and bring us all that that we may need, materially and
spiritually, so that we may grow ever stronger, in beauty, wisdom,
health and joy.

The Waters:
Ads: Of what does the Earth-Mother give, that we may know the
continual flow and renewal of life?
G: The waters of life.
AD: From whence do these waters flow?
G: From the bosom of the Earthmother, the everchanging, All-Mother.
Ads: And how do we honor this gift that couses life?
G: By partaking of the waters-of-life.
AD: Has the Earthmother given forth of Her bounty?
G: She has! Ripe are the golden apples of the Sun, and bright is the
honey of the hives. Our cups overflow with cider and mead, and all
the good things of this season!
Ads: Then give me the waters!!

Consecration:
The Ads takes the chalice of waters, and invokes the power of the Gods
into them, thus initiating a return flow of divine energies:

Ads: O Dalon ap Landu, Lord of this and Every Grove, hallow these
waters by Thy sevenfold powers, and by the three ways of day and
one of night. Cleanse our hearts and eyes, and join us together by
Thy power, as we take and drink of Thy secret essences.

Sharing:
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Ads: What are these waters?

G: A sign of the power, and the bounty of the Gods;
AD: Who are themselves but fractions of that which Is
G: Beyond all human concepts

ADS: Of male and female,

G: Mortal and divine.

AD: She surrounds us.

ADS: He penetrates us.

ALL: THEY BIND THE UNIVERSE TOGETHER!

The chalice is passed around to all present, each person being blessed by
the Server with the Druid Sigil and returning the blessing, before and
after drinking, with the words “The waters of life.” The remaining wa-
ters are returned to the Ads, who pours them out over the altarstone,
saying:

Ads: To Thee we return this portion of Thy bounty, O our Mother,
even as we must return unto Thee.

Group Bonding:
Ads: Now do we declare ourselves:
ALL: ONE, WITH ALL THOSE HERE PRES